l$Jim Bishop’s 
Book Recalls 
Bitter Day 

When Air Force One took 
off that day from Dallas bear- 
ing a dead President and a 
live one, it also had a cargo of 
bitterstones soured by grief 
that dominates “The Day 
J.F.K. Died/' due for publica- 
tion next month. 

In his book to appear Nov. 
22, the fifth anniversary of 
President Kennedy’s death, 
author Jim Bishop stresses the 
Kennedy “Mafia’s anguish at 
the fact that Lyndon Johnson 
of Texas was now In charge. 

Johnson aide Cliff Carter 
came upon Kennedy aide Ken- 
neth O’Donnell lost in 
thought, and Carter grasped 
his arm. Bishop writes: 

“O’Donnell neither flinched 
nor looked up. He stared with- 
out expression at Johnson. ‘He 
has what he wants now’, he 
said, ‘but we’ll get it back in 
‘sixty eight’ *\ 

(Yesterday Boston lawyer 
O'Donnell, who helped man- 
age the presidential campaign 
of the late Sen. Robert F. Ken- 
nedy, was in Washington aid- 
ing the drive of Vice Presi- 
dent Hubert Humphrey. He 
could not be reached for com- 
ment.) 

Other incidents, related by 


Bishop, who interviewed uie 
President, included: 

• Robert Kennedy was upset 
at the flood of dignitaries 
going to Andrews AFB to 
meet Air Force One, so that 
when Senator Humphrey 
called the White House to see 
if he should go he was told 
“No.” Humphrey replied: “The ! 
hell with you, I’m going”. 

• When Johnson sent an 
aide to get White House letter-! 
head stationery that night to 
write notes to the slain Presi-| 
dent’s children, a secretary 
snapped: ‘‘Goddamn that man. 
The President isn’t even cold 
in his grave yet and he wants 
to use White House stationery. 
Goddamn him!” 

• The new President was 
blocked out of sight by the 
Mafia as the Kennedy casket 
was being unloaded, and the 
President's offer to stand by 1 
the window was regarded as 
“boorish and overbearing.” 

• For about 38 minutes that 
day the U.S. was unable to re- 
spond to a nuclear attack as 
the “Bag Man”, an Army war- 
rant officer carrying a satchel 
with code systems known only 
to the Chief Executive, be- 
came separated from Johnson 
in the confusion. 

The first installment of a se- 
rialized version of the book 
appears in the November issue 
jj/ Ladies’ Home Journal. The 
vV r ashington Post will begin se- 
rializing it on Sunday, Nov. 24. 




• -»• l * 1 m 


